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"Chifcfrcn are

<jGxunl beings

m var!OU!> ways.

And vjc {lon't

know very much j|

about that."
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Theinissicn of The Kirtsoy Iretitute is

to prorr>ote irtterdlsuplirary research

and schoiarship in (ho fields ot hunan

sexuality, genjet. and reprududicn

The Institute was founded in 1MT liy

renowned sex researdra Alfiud Kinsuy.

loday. the Irntilute has two

compor^ts, an Irwllsna llnivasity

research iretitute arxj a ncx-tu-|>ro(it

corpaalion. which owns &r>d inonagos

the Institute's research data and

archives, coflectlortt. and databases

F'inu:} 1oday

Henry Minton Unlocks the Thomas N. Painter Collection

Thoitidi K. PatsittM';

phoiogrop{>

Wiilisim DcillKrihstck

It'sascholar's dreim: striking "a motlicr
lode of archival riches." That's how Henry

Minton dcscrilies liis discovery of theThomas
N. Painter Colleaion.

In 1995 Minton visited the Kinscy to

research a book on how homosexuals in the

prc-{^y liberation era tried to usescicntific
researdi as a vchicle for homosexual rights. He
knew that Painter's unpublished manuscript
on homosexual prostitution resided at the
Institute, and hesusj^ected that Painter would
be of some ini[xirtance in his work. But in the
anirsc of tltat first visit, Minton found a

ciibinct Ifwilcil with an astoni.':hing corpus of

ardiival tnaterials, and he opened a door into
a life that was rendered remarkably complete.
Painter (1928-197^5) became one of the

principal figures in Minton's project.
Painter was not a professional sexologist.

He was, however, the first homosexual

contact to establish a working
relationship withAlfred Kinsey and the
Institute. From 19'̂ 5 through 1973,
Painter entered almost daily reports in
journals sent to Kinscy and successive ^
Kinscy Institutedireaors, detailing his
life ina gay male sulx:ultuFe. Those H
jourruls are only apan of the collection ^
housed at the Instinite.

While Painter wasone of many contaas
whom Kinsey encounged to record their
sexual experiences, hisaiitobiographicil
records are among the most detailed and
the most self-aware. Painter had a highly

developed serueof his life asa story that was
waitingto be told by a future biographer,
whom he referred to as "Mr. X." Indeed,

Minton found that the autobiographical
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''Painter wius a talented writer-ethnographer
with a sense of archival pre-sei'vation."

essays Painter had
left for his hopccl-

* for biogr.iphcr

f ' were what helped
^ him most in his
* own rescardi.

^ "Thai's what's so

;imazing," says
Henry Minton.

Though he was

nora professional researcher. "Painterwasa
talented writer-ethnographer witha sense of
archival preservation."

Minton's work in the Kinseycolleaioas is
partof his forthcoming book. Dcpartingfrum
Deviance: A History ofHomosexunl Rights nncl
Emnncipntory Science in Americ/i (University
of Chicago Press). While Painter's biogniphy
is yet to be written, the Thomas N. Painrer
Collection hasmany stories to tell. 3

lie:»y Mimoit isi^-ojcmr Fwtriius in tin
Depaitntent pf'Ps)>i-l,vlfr^ the Univiffiity
a! Wsnclu"'srt Winthm- Oitl.trin.

When Cynthia Graham and Stephanie
Sanders began recruiting for foais

groups on female sexuality, there was no
shortage of volunteers. From Noveniber
2000 tmtil M.'U'ch of this year,eightywomen
p.trticipated in ninegroups f:)cilitated by
Graham, Sanders, and assistants Sanih

Upchurch .ind Kari Burns.
The data theygathered willbe useil to

design a questionnaire intended to collect
accurate information on what enhances or

inhibits sexual arousal in women. "We didn't

wantto simply modify the questionnaire used
formen," says Cynthia Graham. Clinicil
Assist.-int IVofessor of Psychology at Indiana
University. "Wc wanted to startfrom scratch."
Kinsey Institute Associate Director Stephanie
Sanders adds that "the data we collected in the

focus groups is rich and isproving to bequite
helpful in identifying a variety of factors

Thomas Painter left an
astonishing variety of

materials to the Institute—

manuscripts, correspondence,

photographs, drawings,

bound journals,and much

more—including manuscripts

written imdcra pseudonym.

Such large,diversecollections

posechallenges for the

archivist seeking to catalogue

miiltifacetcd materials and

make them accessible for

rcseanih.

Liana Zhou, head of the

Institute Library, iscreating

cools that will make it easier ro

explore the Institute's archival

tre.isurcs. With f\mding from

a Rockefeller grant—and help

from graduatestudent Julie

Thomas. Indiana University

faculty, and KinseyInstitute

staff—she iscreating brief

abstracts, itemized

inventories, .md guides that

will give researchers concise

and accurate overviews of

individual aillections.

Confidentiality protocols

apply, achieving the delicate

balance between preserving

donors' privacy and offering

access to qualified researchers.

Finding aids for fifteen

collections have been

completed so far, and even

more will be .available on the

Institute's Website by the end

of the year. Browse abstracts

releviuu to sexual excitation

and sexual inhibition." And

aside from its value in

developing the qucstionrviirc,
that data is itself"worthy of
publication,"saysSanders.

In their oil for volunteera,

the researchers t|uickly met
their quota forstudent
partici|iants. Non-white, non-student
participants were haaler to get. So fliers went
out to a variety of locitionsoffcampus,
including churches. Liundromats. and grocery
stores. The resulting poolof women ranged in
age from 19to Of the ninefoaisgroups,
six weredividtil on die basis of age. with two
groups cich representing women 18-24, 25-
45, and 46 and older. Thesegroups included
students, non-students, and women of mixed

ethnicities. Two groups were devoted to

for the following collections

at www.klnscyinstitute.org/

library/abstracLhtml:

» B.E.M Erotica Manuscript

• Harry Benjamin

• Le Mon Clark

• Alex Comfort

• Robert Litou Dickinson

• Albert Ellis

• H.avelock Ellis

• Alice Field

• Magnus Hirschfeld

• Alfred Kinsey

• Kiruey Institute

• Carney Lmdis

• John Money

• Thonws N. Painter

• Society for the Scienti6c
Study ofSexuality

lesbians and bisexuals,

and one was composed
of African-American

women. At the

conclusion of each

focus group,all contact
information was

:.r5hhy fSfC. E'KC ('irtiifss destroyed, preserving

participants' privacy.

Graham found that "not onlywerethe
participants eager, it vms hard to get them to
stop talking!" Instead of h.iving to rely on
scripts to guide discussion, facilitators found
that the wonien themselves brought up key
issues—for exan^ple. body image. The focus
groupsproved to be as valuable to the
volunteer participants asthey were to the
researchers. "These wotnen were getting

information and reassurance .ibout their

own sexuality." ^



In June 2001, Surgeon General David
Satciier released his Call to Action to

Promote SexualHealthand Responsible

Sexunl Behavior. This document is chc

product ofa collaborative process involving
experts from tlie academic, mcdical, and
religious communities, aswell aspolicy
makers, teachers,advocates, p.irents,and

youth. In the CalltoAction, Satchcrnotes
the "serious public health ch.illenge regarding
the sexual hc.ilth of our nation" posed by a
numberof problems, including sexually
transmitted diseases; HIV; unintended

pregnancies; childsexual abuse: and rape.

Satcher outlines three "science-based"

ii'^ual:liraUli ircspc^jble i^usjifehayloft

iWiiipcreas: :ai!tces^!tfJ.

rei;iik)n<J^ip. in .'.chottl cdiiauiuii, lUid
til tXiurJi .unl oclici uiiumimity .

Insiclo

• impiemesjtino 3f5d stfenglhenins

iraerventiuns - throughstrong ^milies,
and vi/cll-tr.iined health professionals who
dc;tl with sexual issues; better access to

health care services for the econonucilly

disadv.-intagcd. nicial and edinic minorides,
people of ilifFcrcnt sexual identities,
the dis;ibled, and adolcsccnts; and

' Expatulirjg the 5'esesi'ch ba&e - promodng
fiirtherscientific study of human sexual
development and reproductive health
throughout the entire lifespan. not just
the reproductiveyears.

In addition to outlining these strategies,
•Sii tcheir iewphasi? îfhiac thc;^
a'r. "idl:of.usT iinij.Ua fiRl:^tcp[n

to'*:comiiipn ground" |indiscussin^g
•iexual health. '1he liili texc of theSuq^con •;
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Adopt a Work of Art :

On Jjly 31. the Institujo it.s-first
"Ackjpl ii Work of Art" fivt-nt rnends of Thn
Kinsey ifisutjjtoviewed iinftainecj photographs,;;
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:More^ iiwn thirty ŵorks: ofarc wve; |:::
ithatday, and onNoverrbsr T4 lhe:opfX)rtunicy.i
:cprties:^pu;id:agam ••
.::':for. i idonatioiv toih^p.cpvef't^'icpst^

:archjvai:framing; -your: nnme:witi be:rtisplayod::::
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:i viewing or if yoi» can'i make it to the
Institute on thar day, cor.MCt:Cn:h»)rm(f
Johnson bye-maii (cafjohnsu'indjarvj et^i)
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iessays pis liieitopic-pf sex and.hurtipr,;with.mdre::ti'«n ^jrtyj.ilustraUons::
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I „ what you think of our new Web site design, witich includes

••'•••miuyus iiuin our colloctions, an updated "navigation system," sexuality

information links, access to the library catalog, and on-line forms for

Friends membership and donations.
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•ByairrfjporlSrthu-2001 Sutmiier Gra<tiH«}:fraining:ln.sl.ilute was s luigu.:;:;

;:;Sijce(§s;:iTli|rtC!6^ facMlty :rnembyr> sti^'rits from;w

Bxplorei) rososrch quublions. rtslrfted to liigh-ri^k i>cxual twliai/ior

included personaliiy factors rok'vaiU to high-risk ajxuai^behaviof/:: •

retevanm i;f sexual identity to iKXual riik, ilxj adulcbconl ojxtsexual risk,:

croih-cultufdl aspccLi uf suxiul rtsk-Uikiiig, iTwIe-rt'itiale diffcunaas in

aspccLs o'" rcicfjrcli in tins ijrea

Fac'Jity incliKfcd Jolin Btiiicroft, CyntWa firnham. StcpiToniu S.int.iiirs, Ltevid :

;|Str§^i;:and: K|l:;:¥ariMrTrofti

and Gina Wingocnj (Emory University), Dennis Fortenbcrry. Erit Wright,

i'la^iGreg 2iiwt:{lpdiai)a'iyniw^^^
iyprsityM^^^

• iiIhe:

Institutes of '

::w(l:!iakc pi<jc0;junB-9-l5,:2Od2i M6r&:lnfbrm3tioft;)s;a>rallabie:iDt :•.:

www.kinseyinsiltuie.org/graduate and ffom tlie institute olfice

Asscic-iatw Scicntr.i iiick Jais'jsef! rax'ivcd the Hugo G. BJtiyci Ro:.(!;!tt:h

:Awardifoiii tlie Society for. tiu Scientific Study uf Sexuality nt its annual vi

•miseting in Oi;loberv .Th(^.•lward;:whil;h:f(K.1)g^lZlJs:thf^()utsta^d^l•KJ:Br.t^L•I(^::•;

(if tlK! ywsr in. Die Jouiruil furSux Rnxti.in-Ji was given to Janssen aixl his :

•'cbite^ues: ;20p0:ariic|U:^ Pfocq^^:a|̂ ; tfje;|)^ra(M};'qfl
i:Sexuai.SlimuU^:Tt)Wafd:ani!;nfo of Se^iai^AriJUsaf;.':

:Ltbraiari:ljaHa:thou liid tKiiilJ'S!: Iihrjin!3ns:'d(^

iconfjem of:theiChi'na library;ScialCtJ:^

:?hbuiTuc;eived;a;grijnt f̂rornithe'lOffice qfLihternaypna): Pfdgrams'at i:;

•:lhc!jana:University..;


